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I tremble for the aristocracy : their chateaux will be
reduced to ashes, and their blood spilt in torrents.
The English tenant would defend his lord to the last
extremity," The English go to their estates for
grandeur. The French live at court, and exile them-
selves to their estates for economy. As they do nofc
mean to live with their tenants, they do not conciliate
them, but wring from, them the last sous. Evelyn
writes from Blois, in 1644, " The wolves are here in
such numbers that they often come and take children
out of the streets: yet will not the Duke, who is sove*
reign here, permit them to be destroyed."

In evidence of the wealth amassed by ancient
families, the traveller is shown the palaces in Piccadilly,
Burlington House, Devonshire House, Lansdowne
House in Berkeley Square, and, lower down in the city,
a few noble houses which still withstand in all their
amplitude the encroachment of streets. The Duke
of Bedford includes or included a mile square in the
heart of London, where the British Museum, once
Montague House, now stands, and tho land occupied
by Woburn Square, Bedford Square, Russell Square.
The Marquis of Westminster built within a few years
the series of squares called Bclgravia. Stafford House is
the noblest palace in London, Northumberland House
holds its place by Charing Cross. Chesterfield House
remains in Audley Street. Sion House and Holland
House are in the suburbs. But most of the historical
houses are masked or lost in the modern uses to which
trade or charity has converted them. A multitude of
town palaces contain inestimable galleries of art.